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prudent care of the Yorick's family, and their religious
preservation of these records I quote, which do farther
inform us that the family was originally of Danish
extraction, and had been transplanted into England as
early as in the reign of Horwendil!us> king of Denmark,
in whose court, it seems, an ancestor of this Mr. Yorick's,
and from whom he was lineally descended, held a con-
siderable post to the day of his death. Of what nature
this considerable post was, this record saith not. It
only adds that for near two centuries, it had been totally
abolished, as altogether unnecessary, not only in that
court, but in every other court of the Christian world.
It has often come into my head that this post could
be no other than that of the king's chief Jester; and
that Hamlet's Yorick, in our Shakespeare,1 many of
whose plays, you know, are founded upon authenticated
facts, was certainly the very man*
I have not the time to look into Saxo-Grammaticus's
Danish history 2 to know the certainty of this, but if you
have leisure, and can easily get at the book, you may
do it full as well yourself.
Yorick had an invincible dislike and opposition in his
nature to gravity; — not to gravity as such — for where
gravity was wanted, he would be the most grave or
serious of mortal men for days and weeks together —
but he was an enemy to the affectation of it, and declared
open war against it, only as it appeared a cloak for
ignorance, or for folly: and then, whenever it fell in his
1 See Hamlet, v, x. 201.
1 Saxo Grammaticua, a Danish historian of the thirteenth century, wrote
& history of the Danes (Oesta Donofum)t which contains the story of Hamlet*

